Yorkshire is known for the bluntness of its sons, as well as for its interest in such sports as cricket and Rugby League football. A county with as many acres as there are words in the Bible, it boasts not only the coalmines and smoke of its industrial heartland, but also the beauty of its north sea coast and the lovely valleys of its northern dales. Less known, perhaps, is its relationship with medicine.

Malcolm Parsons is an erudite neurologist who has spent much of his life in consultant practice in Leeds. In *Yorkshire and the history of medicine*, he describes the many remarkable medical men who either came from Yorkshire or pursued their careers there. Many are familiar figures, John Fothergill the Quaker from Wensleydale, John Coakley Lettsom, his protégé and fellow Quaker, the Tukes of York who released the insane from bondage, and the neurologist Hughlings Jackson. Clifford Allbutt, future Regius Professor at the University of Cambridge, was physician to the Leeds Infirmary, whilst Berkeley Moynihan, who forever did away with the idea that the surgeon was no more than a rough and ready sawbones, became the first and virtually the only provincial to become President of the Royal College of Surgeons. William Pickles of Wensleydale became the first President of the Royal College of General Practitioners. But this book tells us so much more. It is not generally appreciated that Thomas Browne\'s *Religio Medici* was written whilst he was practising in Halifax nor that David Ferrier had so great an influence on the recognition of the importance of cerebral localization whilst working at the West Riding Lunatic Asylum. There was also the important work of medical artists. John Burton, portrayed as Dr Slop in *Tristram Shandy*, was a remarkable anatomical illustrator, as was his friend, George Stubbs, much of whose early work was carried out in Yorkshire. Not content with the modern era, Dr Parsons is an expert on the stained glass windows of York Minister which portray medical events. This engaging volume is to be recommended to all who appreciate the importance of local history. It is well written. Sadly, however, there is no index.
